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The Importance of Cultural 
Capital for Sign Language 

Interpreters



#WeAreLeverage 2



#WeAreLeverage 3



#WeAreLeverage

Common Feelings of Students with 
Disparate Backgrounds

● Anxious
● Responsible
● Guilty
● Embarrassed
● Confused
● Proud
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Common Attributes of Students with 
Disparate Backgrounds

● Resourceful
● Self-Reliant
● Strategic 
● Practical 
● Persistent
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● Flexible
● Hopeful
● Compassionate
● Grateful 
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Forms 
of 

Capital

Social

Cultural
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Be 
Explicit
While
Granting 
Dignity

7



#WeAreLeverage

“People will forget what you said
People will forget what you did
But people will never forget how 
you made them feel”

-Maya Angelou
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